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“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  I try to say these words each 
and every time a new day begins.  When I do 
remember, the words reinforce the idea that 
“today is a gift from God, use it wisely”, or as one 
church sign put it “enjoy today, compliments of 
God.”   
 
Sometimes the reminder of God’s presence in 
the day as it unfolds is the only way I can get to 
evening and a prayer of thanks for God’s guidance during the events that 
swirled around me.  Things don’t necessarily go better with Coca-Cola, but 
they certainly do with God’s presence. 
 
For my family, August was one of those months where almost everything 
happened.  There were many birthdays and wedding anniversaries to 
celebrate.  As time has gone by and people have died there are fewer of 
those events to celebrate.  Still, because it was and in some ways continues 
to be a month of remembrances for our family, we still get together to 
celebrate the passing of another year in family members’ lives and the 
marking of another year in family members’ marriages.  We usually try and 
do all of the celebrations together by going out to dinner.  Each year is also a 
time which God has made so we should “rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
None of us ever truly knows what the future holds.  The present moment is 
the only guaranteed time we have.  If we think of it that way perhaps it will 
help us realize how precious a gift each and every moment is.   
 

God bless your month.   
pj        
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Dear LCOC Family Members, 
     I have several items of interest to pass on to you from the Council meeting of 8 
July.  The topics include: (A) the need for a Special Congregation Meeting on 17 
August; (B) our congregations’ participation in a critical review of the ELCA Draft 
Statement on Human Sexuality; and (C) the status of the congregation self study 
in preparation for eventually calling a new pastor. 
     As was announced in the July newsletter, the LCOC Church Council needs to call a Special Congrega-
tion Meeting to vote on an adjustment to the 2008 Budget that is slightly larger than the $3,000 limit the 
council can make on its’ own.  The Special Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, August 17, 
immediately following the worship service, approximately 10 AM.  Tom Yentsch, our council treasurer, will 
write a background paper detailing the need for the adjustment to the budget.  This background paper will 
be provided to all via the newsletter on-line and through distribution with the Sunday bulletins before the 
August 17 meeting.  The line item that needs adjustment is the amount budgeted for cleaning our facilities.  
Please read the background paper and be prepared to vote on this item on August 17.   
     The ELCA Draft Statement on Human Sexuality is ready for review by members of the ELCA.  At the 
recent Metro-DC Synod Assembly in Roanoke, VA., Bishop Graham encouraged everyone to read the 
statement and provide feedback to the Synod by November 1. (See The Presidents’ Corner article in the 
July newsletter.)  The response can be from individuals or from congregations.  The LCOC Church Council 
agreed to provide a forum by which a group of interested participants can methodically review the draft 
statement during the month of September.  We will not force anyone to do this.  Our intention is to circulate 
a sign up sheet so individuals can express an interest in participating in the review.  Sign up will take place 
in late July and early August so we can acquire enough copies of the statement.  (The statement is avail-
able on-line for anyone who desires to read it or who would like to download and print a copy.  It is avail-
able from the ELCA web site that can be accessed via a link on our LCOC web page OR you may go di-
rectly to http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements-in-Process/JTF-Human-
Sexuality.aspx. Lutheran biblical scholars have already weighed in on the draft statement and provided 
their insights which we will consider during the review.  I ask that you prayerfully consider participating in 
this review.  If you do not want to participate, at least read the document and know what is being consid-
ered.       
     The congregation self study is on hold for the moment.  As mentioned in the July newsletter, the church 
council had some concerns about the study.  I spoke to Bishop Graham at the Synod Assembly and, at his 
urging, we have sent a letter to the Bishop inviting him to meet with our church council.  We are waiting on 
his response to our invitation. 
     Please keep the church council in your prayers.  There are several vacancies on the council and, even 
though it is only August, it is not too early to think about standing for election to the council during our an-
nual meeting in November.  We all have so many God-given talents just waiting to be used to further His 
Kingdom.  Some of your talents are tailor-made for serving on the church council.  Next month I will list the 
positions that will need to be filled for the coming year.        
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By the time you all receive this, we will be in our last days of VBS.  We 
want to thank all of you who so unselfishly gave of your time and efforts.  
Thanks especially to our Site Leaders: Roseann Potter for decorations, 
Darlene Roth for our dinners, Carl Morse and Jackie Holtzhauer for our 
openings and closings, Amy Lange for preschool, Diane DeGroodt for 
Story Telling, Katy Morse for Bible Challenge, Dawn Basham and Ray & 
Cindi Sutton for Crafts, and Kathy Lamboni for all the paperwork.  We 
could never do it without all of you and your helpers!! 
 

Please plan to attend Rally Day on August 31st!  Where does the summer go?  We'll 
have the children sing in the sanctuary, we'll have goodies for all, and the children can 
meet their new teachers.  All Sunday School teacher positions have been filled!  
Thank you teachers for coming through when we needed you!   
 
We are looking for a Children's Christmas Program Director if we are to have a children's Christmas Pro-
gram this year.  There are many planned programs that could be used, if we get a volunteer.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping in this way. 
 

Your Education Ministry Co-chairs,  
      

              �	
���������������
��
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Are you looking for something to do on a hot summer day with your LCOC 
family?  Look no farther than the parking lot on August 10 th for a 
“Fellowship Tailgate Throwdown”.  Park your car on the back parking lot 
at 1 PM and enter your best tailgate set up whether it’s a favorite high 
school, college or pro team or ANY theme!  Team up with other families if 
you like! There will be judges and a prize awarded for the best presenta-
tion. Share your side dishes and desserts. Grills will be provided for your con-
venience to grill your own main dish. Keep the weather in mind, you may need sunscreen or some 
type of covering. Judging will begin at 2 PM. Please contact Mickie or Kathy if you have any ques-
tions. 
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Capital Hospice is in need of adult volunteers to pro-
vide respite support and friendly visits to Hospice 
patients and their families.  Administrative volun-
teers and volunteers for the Speakers Bureau are 
also needed.  Orientation to Capital Hospice and 
complete training are provided.  For more informa-
tion, please call 703-392-6707 and ask to speak 
with a Volunteer Coordinator.  You may also visit 
their website, www.capitalhospice.org, where you 
can submit an online application. 
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Ruby Elizabeth Buchanan  was 
baptized in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit on July  20th.  
Beth’s parents are Robert Bu-
chanan, Jr. and Kathryn Burroughs, 
her grandparents are Les & Karen 
Burroughs and her sponsors are Eric 
& Katrina Buchanan.  We welcome 

Beth to God’s family!  
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New Member Sunday is soon approaching. 
Classes on “What Lutherans Believe and Why” will 
be offered to those who did not grow up in the Lu-
theran Church or for those who would like a review. 
Classes begin August 10 th following worship ser-
vice and will continue for four weeks.   If you would 
like to become a member of LCOC or attend 
classes, please see Pastor Jim or contact the office. 
 

�
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Jeanne Larsen is fulfilling her internship at  Zion Lu-
theran Church in Harrisburg, PA.  If you would like 
to keep in touch with Jeanne while she is in Penn-
sylvania,  her address is: 

Jeanne Larsen 
 Executive House Apartments 

Apt. 512 
101 South Second Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 
 

Please continue to keep Jeanne in your prayers. 
 

The Christian care and con-
cern of the congregation  is 
extended to Jon and Katie 
Claunch and their family on the 
death of Jon’s wife, Katie’s 
mom...Barbara Claunch. 
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Would you like to join  the 
choir?  It’s time to warm up 
those vocal chords! There 
is no financial commitment, 
just a desire to serve our 
Lord and enhance the wor-
ship service with a gift of 
music. Newcomers and re-

turning members, please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the narthex if you are interested.  Practice 
will soon begin! 
 
Do you play an instrument?? Mike, our choir di-
rector would like to form a praise band to play on 
occasion.  If you play bass guitar, drums, acoustic 
or electric guitar and would be interested, please 
contact Mike Basham. 
 
Haven’t you loved hearing the men sing several an-
thems this summer? Well, now it’s time for the 
women! If you’re interested in singing an anthem 
for the August 24th service, we’ll have a practice af-
ter church on August 17th. You don’t have to be a 
member of the LCOC choir to join us. See you then! 

�
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The Staudinger Family wishes to 
express their thanks to everyone 
who assisted their family through-
out Dorothy’s recovery. 
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� Please mark your calendars for a special congregational meeting immediately following church service on Sun-
day, August 17th.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss a necessary increase in the 2008 budget line item for 

cleaning services. �
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Three of our participants would like to share some of their favorite activities from the past month.  

 
Horticultural Therapy’s Open House   

by Diane S. 
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 My Quilt                  
by  Richard S. 
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�Mt. Vernon House 
by Richard S. 
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Cell Phone vs. The Bible 
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God's People: A Covenant 
Community 
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Altar flowers are $20.00 per arrangement.  Please sign up on the flower chart located on the bulletin board.  Include a 
dedication and please write legibly.  You may include your payment with your offering indicating “flowers”.  Arrangements 

may be taken home after service. 
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