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Ever had the feeling that you have forgotten to do 
something important?  This happens to all of us 
once in awhile. Knowing you have forgotten 
something can be a real drag on the rest of the 
day.  I suppose this sort of forgetfulness is more 
common as we get older.  The past few years I 
have tried to make lists of the tasks to be done so I 
won’t forget something important.  What happens 
when I forget to make a list? – I have the feeling I 
have forgotten to do something important. 
 
2008 was certainly an interesting year.  Many of the problems in the 
economy and perhaps some of the diplomacy problems have happened 
because someone somewhere has forgotten to do something important – like 
pay attention to the signs of decline.  There are people out there who would 
have benefited from making lists of tasks to be done in caring for the 
economy and the world situation.  I almost hope President elect Obama can 
keep his blackberry.  At least then we can know he is making lists of 
important things to be done. 
 
2009 will be an interesting year.  There are so many important things to be 
done in the world, in the ELCA, and in our congregation.  Our whole life as a 
congregation will be affected by the economic climate.  Our whole life as a 
congregation of God’s people will be affected by the decisions the ELCA 
Church wide Assembly makes next summer.  The whole life of LCOC will be 
affected by the retirement of a pastor and the search for a new pastor to 
serve the congregation.  The ones we have the most hope of handling are 
the important things LCOC will face and there will be no shortage of 
important things in LCOC’S future. 
 
My prayer for 2009 is that none of us will forget the important things which 
need to be done and the one who will help us do them – our loving God.  
2009 will need to be a time of prayer for the world, the ELCA, and LCOC.  
Prayer will be one of the important things which we all need to put on our list.  
Another important thing for your list is the gathering together of the faithful 
each Sunday for worship.  God knows we need that time together to hear His 
Word and sing His praises.  The Christian community we are a part of is a 
true blessing from our Heavenly Father.  And when all is said and done the 
most important thing is to remember, believe, and trust in all of God’s 
promises which are good today and into eternity.  God’s faithfulness will not 
fail us.   

God bless your month. 
pj  
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Greetings to all members of the LCOC family, 
     I would like to wish everyone a blessed and Christ-filled New Year as we 
move into 2009.  For LCOC we know this will be a different year.  We will wish 
Pastor Jim a wonderful retirement in June and then begin the search for a new 
presiding Minister.  So, this will be a year of challenges and opportunities as we 
move through 2009 and head into 2010. 
     Did you know that The Lutheran Church of the Covenant will be 40 years old this year?  The list of 
guests in the original LCOC Guest Book begins on February 16, 1969.  The list of members and the date 
they joined LCOC as members starts on June 29, 1969.  The charter members of LCOC, as of June 29, 
1969 were: 
 
            *Mr. & Mrs John Mehr   Mr. & Mrs. Paul Veil 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Carr  *Mr. & Mrs. Coy Adams 
Mr. & Mrs Lee Roy Murray  Mr. & Mrs Stuart Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford MacDonald Mr. & Mrs. Mel Bellinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhodes  Mr. & Mrs. Ron Anderson 
*Mrs. Renate Ledlow   Mr. & Mrs. William Jebram 
Mr. & Mrs. John Breslin  Pastor & Mrs Kent Lang 
 
      We are most grateful to our Lord and to these first members for their efforts and dedication to 

the Christian Mission established here forty years ago.  The charter members still worshiping at LCOC are 
marked with an asterisk (*).  Our challenge is to prayerfully continue the wonderful work started by our 
charter members.  

     In the December 2008 Newsletter, I mentioned that we still needed to fill two Council positions, 
Treasurer and second Youth Ministry position.  One position, that of Treasurer, has been filled by Doug 
Strack.  We thank Doug for standing for this position and welcome Doug to the position to the LCOC 
Church Council.  Please consider volunteering for the Youth council position. 

     I would like to thank everyone who responded to the survey concerning the Sunday worship ser-
vice start time.  Ninety-five (95) responses were received which represents a significant number of LCOC 
family members who regularly attend services on Sunday morning.  The majority of respondents indicated 
they were satisfied with the current schedule so we will continue with the 9:00 AM Sunday worship service, 
followed by Sunday School at 10:30 AM.  A number of folks suggested that we consider scheduling alter-
native times for an additional worship service.  The Worship Ministry will look into possible worship sched-
uling alternatives in the near future.  

    
  God bless all of us as we venture into the Year of Our Lord 2009! 
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 “What happens at church shouldn’t stay at church!”      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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� The Evangelism Committee happily welcomes Joann Eberle as the new co-chairperson and bids a 
fond farewell to Joyce Gough who is completing her 2-year term of office.  The entire LCOC congregations 
extends its heartfelt thanks to Joyce for her hard work and dedication in the area of evangelism and the 
committee will be looking to her for advice and council on future projects. 
 There will be another Red Cross blood drive in January 2009.  Check the church bulletin board for 
further information. 
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�

Co-Chair 

We begin the New Year by thanking everyone who shared their time and talent to 
make our Advent and Christmas services so meaningful.  It was wonderful to worship 
in church, celebrate Christ’s coming among us, and be inspired by much loved les-
sons, carols and other seasonal music amidst all the candles and beautiful decora-
tions. 
 

Now the Worship Committee will focus on the Time after Epiphany  or the so-called 
“green season,” a time of relative calm between Epiphany and Lent, as well as begin 
planning for the upcoming Lenten services.  And, you are invited to join with the Wor-
ship Committee as we come together to discuss the upcoming worship services.  
Please join us on Saturday, January 10th at 10 am.   We hope this change to a new 
day and time will not only be more convenient for those who traditionally have met 
with the committee, but also encourage others to join who share an interest in wor-
ship at LCOC. 
 

As a reminder, Sunday morning worship service begins at 9:00 am.  The congrega-
tional survey results regarding the worship time indicated the majority of respondents 
wished to stay with the 9:00 am worship service followed by Sunday School at 10:30 
am.  The Worship Committee has been tasked with scheduling an alternative time for 
an additional worship service. If you have suggestions regarding this, or other wor-
ship matters, please speak to us. 
 

 There’s a worship role for everyone at LCOC. Won’t you join us?    
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Did you know that each worship service during September cost about $4,466?  Our average weekly offering was $5,002.  That 
left $536 per week or $2,143 for all other expenses including benevolence, educational/Sunday School materials, admin ex-

penses, routine building/equipment maintenance, flowers, and all other programs.  Not enough!�
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Did you know??  The church 
had 30 people present to do-
nate blood during our semi-
annual blood drive at the 
Block Party but they only col-
lected 12 units. The deferrals 
were unusually high. The re-

port showed it mainly looked like the deferrals had to do 
with lack of iron.  It’s unfortunate that people were de-
ferred but hopefully they will eat the food that the collec-
tions staff suggested to them and more units will be col-
lected next time. Just remember that every little bit helps 
and that those 12 units could save up to 36 lives.! Thank 
you  again for the support of the American Red Cross.  
The next blood drive will be January 18, 2009. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

�
 
 
 

Please remember in prayer 
our homebound members… 

Gibby Barger 
        Edna Kurtz 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Did you fill out a Time & 
Talent sheet for 2009? 
It’s time to update our 
data base.  You may 
find them on the infor-
mation table in the nar-
thex.  Please drop it in 

the offering plate or leave in the office after completing. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sherry and Carl Morse proudly 
announce the arrival of their 
grandson SAMUEL CURTIS 
MORSE at 5:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, 8 December 2008, at 
Georgetown University Hospital, 
Washington, DC.  The proud 
parents are Kris and Alex Morse 
of Washington, DC.  
  

************ 
Proud grandparents Richard and Sue Zinn announce 
the birth of their granddaughter, Clara Charleton, born 
on December 18th at 2 AM, weighing in at 7-lbs., 1-oz. 
and 19-inches long.  Clara’s parents are Abigail and 
Dennis Charleton.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Kelly Laine Vorgang was baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit on December 21st. Kailey was 
born September 25, 2008 to Mike and 
Cassie Vorgang. Kailey’s grandpar-
ents are Allen and Wanda Sayler; her 
baptismal sponsors are Andrew Vard-
aro and Erin Vorgang.  We welcome 
Kailey to God’s family. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The Christian care and 
concern of the congrega-
tion  is extended to Marga-
rete Pennington and her fam-
ily on the death of Marga-
rete’s husband Penny. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5�����$	���	9�&���''5�����$	���	9�&���''5�����$	���	9�&���''5�����$	���	9�&���''	 			
Those of us in LCOC have been faith-
fully feeding the homeless at the Hilda 
Barg Shelter for over 15 years.  Our 
opportunity to serve will begin TODAY 
and continue through Tuesday.  Please 
see Sandy Strychowski or Carla Krep-
pein if you can help out in any way. 
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Wittenberg Learning Center recently took a field trip 
to Washington, DC.  Our first stop was the Museum 
of American History where we saw lots of things, 
including the Star Spangled Banner, the first car 
driven across the United States, and part of Route 
66.  We tried to get the seeds out of cotton by 
hand, and then got to see how the cotton gin 
works.  We also stopped by the Natural History Mu-
seum and saw the life size model of Phoenix, a 
right whale living in the Atlantic Ocean that we had 
read about in school. 

 Submitted by— 
Rhoda Kraig 
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To our brothers and sisters in Christ at LCOC:   Please accept our sincere and 
heartfelt gratitude for your loving kindnesses as expressed to us through prayers, calls, 
cards, donations, hugs and other acts of love during the illness and death of our 
mother Lee M. Smith.  We are humbled by the outpouring of care and support that we 
have received from our church family throughout the years.  You never cease to 
amaze us as you go about loving others as Christ first loved us.  We are very, very 
thankful for all of you who made the trip to Hardy County, WV to be with us at the visi-
tation and for Mother’s Celebration.  Thank you Pastor Jim for taking part in the church 
service on Thursday.  It was so comforting to have all of you with us.  My mother felt 
that you all were her church family when she visited over the years and that Pastor Jim was her pastor 
when she was here with us.  May God bless you all as you are such blessings to us.   

Lovingly, 
Jo Ann, Roger, Linda, Keenan, Pat, Andrea and Scott 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 The altar flowers given by John & Janet Mehr on Janu-
ary 11th are in memory and in honor of the 12 couples who 
attended the first meeting in this church 40 years ago. 
 It was on a cold weekday evening in the beginning of 
January 1969 that 12 couples responded to an invitation by 
the mission pastor, Kent Lang, who had been canvassing the 
area for members for his new church. 

 The group sat around in a circle, 26 in all: Pastor Lang, a parish worker from Fairfax County and 12 
couples from Dale City. The church was completely empty except for the folding chairs that Ken Lang had 
borrowed from another church. 
 It was a group filled with energy, enthusiasm, and talent:  A construction foreman, two organists 
and numerous amateur painters and tile layers.  Everyone joined, when a few weeks later, the church was 
organized.  Several of them would serve on the church council. 
 Today, 40 years later, there are only five left: Renate Ledlow, Coy & Gudrun Adams, and John & 
Janet Mehr.  The remaining couples have left for other parts of the country.  At least one person has 
passed away.  Rev. Lang, our first pastor moved to Georgia and is now retired. 

  
  Tempus fugit.  Time flies.  

 
 submitted by John Mehr 
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 Finances  
$14,900 Available balance as of 10 Dec. 
$18,400 Total amount needed by 31 Dec.$  3,500 Addi-
tional donations needed by 31 Dec.

 
Fundraisers  
Silver Diner: Raised approximately $400 plus $60 cash 
donations 
CiCi’s Pizza: 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday, 15 December 2008 
Monday, 12 January 2009 

Raised $94 on 25 Nov. 

Flu and Pneumonia Shots  
1 Flu shots were provided free of charge 
2 15 Pneumonia shots were provided for 15 high risk 
clients at a cost of $30 each ($450 total) 
 
Donations  
Please make checks for the Drop-In payable to 

SAW/CCOM and mail to the following address:  
 
SAW/CCOM 

P.O. Box 4608 
Woodbridge, VA 22194  

 
Contact Information  

Eric Sikorski       
Drop-In Center 
Eric.W.Sikorski@nga.mil     
(703) 897-0199           

(703) 755-5076   
 14730 Potomac Mills Rd. Woodbridge, 
VA 22192-6811 

Drop-In Center Monthly Income 2008  (Monthly average $2,823)
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Drop-In Center Update (December 2008)  
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Installation Sunday, Jan. 11 

 
A volunteer's prayer 
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**How to keep warm in church** 
 
1. Rush to the front of the sanctuary. That will warm you up, and you’ll avoid the draft in the back of the church.  
2. Invite your neighbors and friends, and sit 12 people to a pew.  
3. Seat yourself near the pulpit. Much hot air is emitted from that area.  
4. Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate liturgical colors, of course).  
5. Wait for an unfamiliar hymn — and then watch the sparks fly! 
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God's People: A Covenant 
Community 
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Altar flowers are $20.00 per arrangement.  Please sign up on the flower chart located on the bulletin board.  In-
clude a dedication and please write legibly.  You may include your payment with your offering ind icating 

“flowers”.  Arrangements may be taken home after service. 

����$���
��
��
���������
������������,���  ��
����� ����������7  �A�
��&.1!2%4�24.!�'�

(��	�����	
��+��'	
��	���'	&����	���	$����	��	���	$� ���	�
	3��	���	������.����	.�;	

*��	���	&����	�
 	 '�
���!'�
���!'�
���!'�
���! 				


