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 If you listen to the “Media” we are headed for 
a gloomy holiday season, at least as far as retail sales 
go.  I have been wondering why there is so much 
gloom and doom being reported these days.  If I am 
not mistaken, in my lifetime I have lived through six 
recessions and also a time of rampant inflation.  
When Sue, Chris, and I moved to Dale City 28 years 
ago Mortgage interest rates were 13%.  That figure 
effectively cut us out of the housing market for many 
months. 
 I think it is obvious we are heading into another time of recession.  Since 
I do not even pretend to be an economist all I can say for sure is that national 
and global economies seem to need periods of correction every so often.  The 
process can be painful and many people have a difficult time but who among us 
really want to see housing prices, for example, continue to rise as they were 
doing only two years ago. 
 When belt tightening times do come and many people have to struggle to 
provide just the necessities life can be hard.  Yet perhaps we can learn valuable 
lessons this time around about the dangers of rampant consumerism and the 
folly of how the world measures success by looking at someone’s riches and 
wealth.  Times like these ought to point us, as Christians, back to where real 
meaning lies and real hope comes form, and real peace can be found.  Meaning, 
hope, and peace do not come from the things of this world but from the hand of 
our Heavenly Father.  And contrary to what those who preach a Gospel of 
prosperity may say following Jesus Christ does not necessarily bring success 
according to the world’s standards. 
 As we approach our national day of Thanksgiving it will be gloomy only if 
we forget who we are thanking and how much God loves us in every time of life.  
It is, as I so often say, a matter of perspective.  If Christ is at the center of our 
lives “the cares of this world grow strangely dim” as one poet wrote. 
 So, in the midst of the doom and gloom of economic forecasters and the 
media’s need to fill 24 hours a day with news, God is still faithful to His promise 
of holding us and our times in His hand.   
 

 God bless you all this holiday season with new wonders of His love. 
pj    
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Dear LCOC Family Members, 
     I am repeating myself this month because the need for new council members 
remains.  So far, a few folks have indicated a willingness to stand for election to 
the council.  We still have many positions open and the annual meeting is ap-
proaching fast. 
     The election of new council members takes place at the Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting which is scheduled for Sunday, November 16, 2008 following Sunday School at approxi-
mately 12:00 Noon.  That is only 2+ weeks from now!  Please prayerfully consider standing for election to 
the following five remaining positions: 
 
Open positions currently or at years end:  
Treasurer  – Tom Yentsch ending 2nd year of his second consecutive term 
*Secretary  – Megan Street (Mary Young ending 1st year of her second term, unable to serve 2nd year) 
Evangelism  – Joyce Gough ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election 
Fellowship  – Vacant position 
*Stewardship  – Manuel  (Lynn Larsen ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election) 
*Worship  – Nancy Lopez  (Mickie Krause ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election) 
Worship  – Vacant position 
Youth  – Vacant position 
 
Positions with incumbents standing for re-election:  
President  – Brian Richard  ending 2nd year of first term, will stand for re-election 
Vice President  – Dick Zinn  ending 2nd year of first term, will stand for re-election 
Property  - Allen Sayler  ending 2nd year of first term, will stand for re-election 
Property – Dave Mallery  ending 2nd year of first term, will stand for re-election 
Youth  – Amber Riley  ending 2nd year of first term and will stand for re-election 
 
(* Volunteer standing for election) 
 
     To this list I must add the position of Financial Secretary , which John Young has commendably held 
for the past couple years.  While not a member of the church council, the Financial Secretary is a very im-
portant support person to LCOC.  The Financial Secretary tallies the gifts received from each LCOC mem-
ber throughout the year and provides the end-of-year statements to all members for tax filing purposes. 
 
      After prayerful consideration, please talk to any council member, Pastor Jim, Kathy, the church secre-
tary, to express your desire to serve on the LCOC Church Council. 
 
      God has placed all of us are at LCOC for a reason.  The reason you are here may be to contribute your 
God-given talents to serve on the church council or to serve as a member of one of the committees.  We 
have some significant changes coming to LCOC during the next couple years and you may be just the per-
son to help shepherd us through that change.   
 

 Give God a chance to use you here, you will not be disappointed! 
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Altar flowers are $20.00 per arrangement.  Please sign up on the flower chart located on the bulletin board.  In-
clude a dedication and please write legibly.  You may include your payment with your offering ind icating 

“flowers”.        Arrangements may be taken home after service. 
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Mark your calendars! Needed: just hours 
of your time to prepare the church for Ad-
vent.  
Friday, 28 November from 9:00 am to 
11:00 am. A sign up is located on the ea-
sel in the narthex with definitive jobs so 
you can select that decorating piece 
you’d most like to assist with. Many 
hands make the task a joyous and fun 
one. Questions?? Please contact Mickie 
Krause. 
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Fall is here and with the season change, the Property Manage-
ment Committee project list is also changing.  On Saturday, Octo-
ber 18th, ten men of the congregation had a very successful effort 
in completing a number of outstanding projects, with no smashed 
fingers, falling off ladders or accidental electrocutions.  We are in 
need of members with electrical skills to fix a few light fixture is-
sues so please contact Allen Sayler or Dave Mallery if you are 
interested or know of someone who could help.  Two fire extinguishers from the basement 

were found by Jo Ann Rudy’s clients discharged in the trees near our main driveway. Anyone leaving the church 
needs to check that all doors are closed tight and locked.  Replacement cost over $100.  Our next planned meeting 
of the full Property Management Committee is Wednesday, November 5th, because of the election on Tuesday, 
November 4th.   
 
Projects either worked on or completed during October include:  
Mark Lamboni corrected the wiring of the programmable thermostat in the Fellowship Hall so it heats as well as 
cools. 
Tom Yentsch, with help from Wayne Roth power washed the entire wooden deck and stairs between the two build-
ings. Tom later sealed the deck. 
Mark Lamboni and Jon Schilder installed new signs on Benita Fitzgerald Drive directing motorists to LCOC. 
Phil Overholt, Rich Cook, Wayne Roth, Roger Rudy, and Allen Sayler cut the front concrete sidewalk, raised 4 sec-
tions, reset them and completed some minor patching. 
Gene Ward and Warren Rydell removed deteriorated grout and re-grouted most sections of the entire tile floor. 
The negotiation on the cost of the carpet for the Fellowship Hall, adjoining hallways, upstairs storeroom, basement 
Sunday School room, and adjoining hallway is on-going, after the selection of the carpet type and color.  The cost 
is above original estimates so the Council is exploring ways to fund the installation.   
John Lange is continuing to do painting in the stairwells and other areas leading to the Fellowship Hall to fit the 
new color scheme. 
A big thank you to JoAnn Rudy and her group for cleaning the downstairs fellowship hall and kitchen, Sunday 
School rooms, hallway, stairways, and bathrooms near the Fellowship Hall every week. 
The weekly lawn mowing was completed by Roger Rudy. 
 
Wheelchair Assistance:  We are still looking for a donation of two wheel chairs.  Anyone willing to donate a 
wheelchair should contact Allen Sayler, Dave Mallery or church office.   
 
Building Fund:  We encourage the congregation to contribute to the new Building Fund, in order to build funds for 
carpet replacement and other items (see list below).   
 
Outstanding Projects :  The outstanding project list is shrinking, but still has important items remaining.  Please let 
Dave or Allen know if you would be interested in working on one or more of these.  

· Replace lighting ballast in Sunday School hallway, nursery hallway, and basement kitchen area. 
· Clean a few remaining gutters and downspouts. 
· Spray lawn weeds. 
· Replacement of some or all of the basement kitchen cabinets 
· Scrape, re-caulk, and paint trim for window in sanctuary to remove water damage from plugged down-

spout. 
· Place weather stripping on exterior door in sanctuary that leaks water during heavy rainstorms. 
· Fellowship Hall men’s bathroom partition needs anchoring to wall. 
· Replace Fellowship Hall carpet by the end of 2008 
· Cloverdale Road church sign - obtain county permits 
· Memorial Patio and Exterior Sitting Area - Coy Adams in charge 
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Did you know that each worship service during September cost about $4,466?  Our average weekly offering was $5,002.  That 
left $536 per week or $2,143 for all other expenses including benevolence, educational/Sunday School materials, admin ex-

penses, routine building/equipment maintenance, flowers, and all other programs.  Not enough!�
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Finances 
$ 7,709 Account balance as of 30 September 2008  
(we should be at about $9,000 at this time in the year) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hours of operation 
 

Monday         2:30 - 6:30 p.m.            4 hours 
Tuesday        2:30 - 6:30 p.m.            4 hours 
Wednesday   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.            4 hours 
Thursday       8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.         4 hours 
Friday     9 a.m. - 1 p.m.            4 hours 
Saturday        7 - 10 a.m.            3 hours      
      23 hours total 

 

 

Donations  
Please make checks for the Drop-In payable to 

SAW/CCOM and mail to the following address:  
 
SAW/CCOM 
P.O. Box 4608 
Woodbridge, VA 22194 
 

Contact Information  
Eric Sikorski       
 Drop-In Center 
 
Eric.W.Sikorski@nga.mil     
(703) 897-0199          (703) 755-5076   
 14730 Potomac Mills Rd.  
 Woodbridge, VA 22192-6811 

Cooperative Council of Ministries  
Drop-In Center Update (October 2008)  

CiCi’s Pizza Fundraisers 
 

Monday 20 Oct, 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
(We raised $114 on 22 Sept) 
13600 Foulger Square (by Kohl's & Home Depot) at 
the intersection of Smoketown and Minnieville Roads. 
The Drop-In Center now receives 15% of all sales we 
generate so please pass the word! 
Please remember to ensure your receipt gets placed 
in the fundraiser box. 

Drop-In Center Monthly Income 2008
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Did you know??  The 
church had 30 people 
present to donate blood 
during our semi-annual 
blood drive at the Block 
Party but they only col-
lected 12 units. The de-

ferrals were unusually high. The report showed it mainly 
looked like the deferrals had to do with lack of iron.  It’s 
unfortunate that people were deferred but hopefully they 
will eat the food that the collections staff suggested to 
them and more units will be collected next time. Just 
remember that every little bit helps and that those 12 
units could save up to 36 lives.! Thank you  again for the 
support of the American Red Cross.  The next blood 
drive will be January 18, 2009. 

 
The LCOC Church Council needs 
YOU!!!  Annual Congregational 
Meeting-Sunday, November 16, 
2008, following Sunday School. 
There will be a soup, bread, and 
dessert potluck before the meet-
ing.  Please sign up on the bulle-
tin board to bring a dish to share.  
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The Christian care and con-
cern of the congregation  is 
extended to Jim Chapman 
and his family on the death of 
Jim’s father.  Please keep the 
Chapman family in your 
prayers. 
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Each basket contains:  
2 cans of corn 14-15 oz.  
2 cans green beans 14-15 oz.  
2 boxes Jello  
1 large box muffin or biscuit mix**  
1 box or bag stuffing 16 oz.  
2 cans or jars gravy or pkgs. gravy mix  
1 can cranberry sauce 16 oz.  
2 boxes macaroni & cheese  
1 box instant mashed potatoes 16 oz.**  
**We need extra boxes of muffin or biscuit mix 
and instant mashed potatoes. We always seem to 
run out of those items.  
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Each box also contains a gift card towards the 
purchase of a turkey. If you would like to partici-
pate by providing such gift cards, make checks 
payable to: 

 
ACTS—Operation Turkey  

and mail to  
ACTS  

P.O. Box 74  
Dumfries, VA 22026  
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Sorting will be done on Saturdays and Sundays in 
November. Bagging will be November 16; 19, 20 
& 21. Distribution will be November 22, 24 & 25. It 
takes many selfless volunteers to make this pro-
ject work. If you are interested in helping to sort 
and bag food and/or distributing completed bas-
kets or if you have any questions about donations 
or volunteering, please email  

 
Michael Hinz at  

actsea_foodpantry@comcast.net  
or call 703-221-3186 ext. 240  

For more information, visit our website: 
www.actspwc.org  
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God's People: A Covenant 
Community 
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