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This evening as I prepared to craft my October 
newsletter article I caught myself walking on the 
precipice of despair.  Often this balancing act 
comes after listening to the news.  The Stock 
Market fell 504 points today, a major mortgage 
player filed for bankruptcy, and both candidates for 
President were trying to use this news to their 
advantage.  The talking heads at the major news 
media offices were offering their analysis of the 
day’s events.  Meanwhile we are still at war, the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ike is still very real, and all the other concerns from 
yesterday are still very real today.  Each of us also has our own concerns in 
our personal lives.  Despair rears its ugly head whenever any of us allows 
the things of this world to blot out the promises of God. 
 
Sue would counsel me not to write when I am feeling this way but it occurs to 
me that I cannot be the only one feeling the pressure.  I would suspect all of 
you have concern about the events of our time.  So the real questions are 
where do we find our hope, our light in the darkness, and our port in the 
storm.  Is there someone who will walk on the precipice with us; maybe even 
walking closest to the edge so we will not fall?  The answer of faith is:  
certainly there is someone who brings hope to a hopeless world – Jesus 
Christ.  That, by the way, is a statement of faith.  No matter what is 
happening, no matter how bleak things seem, and no matter how tempting it 
is to give up hope – there is always hope in God’s promises. 
 
Our Lord is always ready to pull us back from the cliff, fill us with His Spirit, 
and go with us into yet another day.  The worst thing I can imagine is facing 
the news reports of the day alone.  Our Lord, however, has told us He will be 
with us till the end of the age.  We are not alone, ever.   

 
God bless your month  

pj 
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Dear LCOC Family Members, 
 

      We are approaching the end of the year.  While it may seem quite distant in 
time for you, it is just around the corner for the church council.  We need folks  to 
step forward and express a willingness to use your talents on the LCOC Church 
Council for the next two years. 
     The election of new council members takes place at the Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting which is scheduled for Sunday, Novem ber 16, 2008 following Sunday School at ap-
proximately 12:00 noon.  That is only seven weeks from now!  Please prayerfully consider standing for 
election to the following thirteen positions: 
 

Open positions currently or at year’s end: 
Treasurer  – Tom Yentsch ending 2nd year of his second consecutive term 
Secretary  – Mary Young ending 1st year of her second term, unable to serve 2nd year 
Evangelism  – Joyce Gough ending 2nd year of first term, not stand for re-election 
Fellowship  – Vacant position 
Stewardship  – Lynn Larsen ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election 
Worship  – Mickie Krause ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election 
Worship  – Vacant position 
Property  - Allen Sayler ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election 
Property – Dave Mallory ending 2nd year of first term, not standing for re-election 
Youth  – Vacant position 
 

Positions with incumbents standing for re-election 
President  – Brian Richard ending 2nd year of first term will stand for re-election 
Vice President  – Dick Zinn ending 2nd year of first term will stand for re-election 
Youth  – Amber Riley ending 2nd year of first term and will stand for re-election 
 
      Contact any council member to express your desire to serve on the LCOC Church Council. 
�
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Hopefully everyone has volunteered to help in some way for the 2008 Annual Block Party to be held on Septem-
ber 28 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.  If you have visited the narthex, you will see that we are still in need of as many 
helpers as we can get on the date of the event.  We also need a number of folks to distribute flyers to our 
neighborhood.  And of course we can still use additional gifts, crafts, or gift cards for the various drawings 
throughout the day.  So if you’re willing to help us out with this rewarding event, please prayerfully consider do-
ing so. 
 
Neabsco Elementary School needs our help!  Now that the children are headed back to school, Neabsco is in 
need of new school supplies for those children who are less fortunate.  Supplies they most need are pencils, 
glue sticks, paper, rulers, two-pocket folders, and backpacks.  While you’re out shopping, please keep these 
children in mind.  In addition if you have any elementary school age books around the house that need to go to a 
good home, consider donating them to Neabsco.  Crates are available in the Narthex to collect both school sup-
plies and books.  Thanks in advance for your help! 
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Evangelism Co-Chair 

New Member Sunday was held on September 21st.  A reception was held in the narthex to 
welcome our newest members: Ray Sutton, The Gimmi Family-Mark & Heather and their 
children Victoria and Sarah, and Diane DeGroodt and her children, Ethan and Emily.  We 
thank Stacey Rosenquist, Marcie Cook and Shay Manuel for providing cookies for the re-
ception. 
 
The Block Party will be held September 28th.  Cookies, drinks and hot dogs will be pro-
vided by the fellowship committee.   
 

Upcoming Dates :  
Advent is just around the corner so if you would like to begin searching for recipes in preparation of dishes to share, 
now is the time!  
Advent Coffees: 
November 30- Scandinavian                     December 7-German 
December 14-Italian                                  December 21-Melting Pot 
 
Silent Auction! – Saturday, February 14, 2009 to help fund the new carpeting in the fellowship hall and downstairs 
Sunday School.  We will be looking for donations of handmade items for auction and other smaller items to be given as 
door prizes.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 
Easter Brunch 2009 - April 12th 
 
Memorial Weekend Chili Cook-Off 2009 - May 24th  
 
We’re always looking for new members to help out on this committee! 
 
If you’re interested in co-chairing Fellowship, which really is a lot of fun and we have a WONDERFUL and willing com-
mittee, please see Kathy or our council president, Brian Richard. 
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Soon we will be celebrating Reformation Sunday then � ll Saints Sunday. We invite 

everyone who has lost a loved one this year to sign up on the � ulletin Board in the 

Narthex so that we will have a � andle on the altar for that individual. � uring the ser-
vice, you will be invited to go to the altar to light a candle of remembrance for them.  
  
Once again this year we'll celebrate Christ the King Sunday with hymns from 
throughout the church year praising our King. It's one of my favorite services and I 

hope you'll � njoy it again as well.  
  
This year for Advent we've decided to celebrate the season with an entire service 
rather than just the litanies as we've done in the past. Each week we'll meet a new 

candle and hear about their role in preparing � or Christ's birth. In addition, we've 
tentatively scheduled the Sunday School Program for December the 14th.  
  
And finally, as promised we reviewed our Sunday morning schedule. The Council 
has decided to move worship to 9:30 AM. Sunday school opening will start at 10:45 
AM and classes start at 11:00 AM. We hope this new time will enable more families 
to join us and are confident our faithful attendees at 9:00 AM will continue. What has-
n't been decided is when to start this new schedule. We will target the last Sunday in 
December or the first Sunday in January. More on that later. 
  
As of the writing of this article, I don't know if anyone has stepped forward to volun-
teer to be the Worship Committee Chair(s). This 'job' is a blessing and I know you'll 

enjoy it. Not sure if you know what to do? Don't worry. There are online resources, and the existing servers 

who schedule various 'duties' such as ushers, or sacristy, or Communion Assistants, or readers, or � reet-
ers, or Assisting Ministers, or communion preparation, or acolytes - will all continue to faithfully help out. 
And Kathy in the office and Vicki and Mike helping with music are truly blessings to work with. Please 
prayerfully consider opening your heart for this opportunity to serve our Lord and Savior.  
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It’s time to update the church directory .  A copy is on 
the bulletin board, please check too see that your infor-
mation is correct.  If you have any changes, corrections, 
or email additions, please make a note on that direc-
tory.   If you would like to be added to the directory, 
please add your name and information or contact the 
church office.   
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(The correct answer is in Romans 

1:16.) 
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The Property Management Committee resulted in a number of pro-
jects completed in August.  The heavy rain over a two week period in 
early September proved that the new sump installed by Dave Mallery 
in the basement is working, keeping the ducting water level very low.  
There is no scheduled meeting of the Property Management Commit-
tee until November 4th. The Fall Church Clean-up has been resched-
uled for October 18th, so we encourage all LCOC members to place it 
on their schedules to help out for the morning.  Sign-up sheets and more information will be 

made available in the church entry starting the end of September.   
 Projects either worked on or completed during late August and early September include:  
1. The estimated cost for replacing carpets for the Fellowship Hall, adjoining hallways, library, basement Sunday 
School rooms, and adjoining hallway is approximately $6,000.  The Fellowship Committee is planning a fundraising 
event, Saturday, February 14, 2009 to help fund this project.  
2. Phil Overholt and Gene Ward cleaned some of the downspouts around the new church building of debris and a ten-
nis shoe.  Also, they raised one of the front concrete sidewalk slabs.  Other sunken sidewalks will be raised, prior to win-
ter.   
3. John Lange and Scott Holtzhauer have arranged for replacement of the deteriorated door for the Senior High student 
lounge room in the basement. 
4. John Lange painted the wooden exterior door to the Fellowship Hall. 
5. A big thank you to Jo Ann Rudy and her group for cleaning the downstairs fellowship hall and kitchen, Sunday 
School rooms, hallway, stairways, and bathrooms near the Fellowship Hall every week. 
6. The lawn mowing has been completed primarily by Roger Rudy and Coy Adams, with Roger aerating and reseeding. 
7. Dave Mallery arranged for replacement of a broken air conditioner compressor for the Fellowship Hall.  The replace-
ment cost was reduced slightly based on a warrantee. 
8. A thank you to Mary Seikel for donating a walker, which is in the storeroom between the men and women’s bath-

rooms. 
 Wheelchair Assistance:  We are still looking for a donation of two wheel chairs.  Anyone willing to donate a 
wheelchair should contact Allen Sayler, Dave Mallery or church office.   
 Building Fund:  We need to encourage the congregation to contribute to the new Building Fund, in order to build 
funds for carpet replacement and other items (see list below).   
 Outstanding Projects :  The outstanding project list is shrinking, but still has important items remaining.  Please 
let Dave or Allen know if you would be interested in working on one or more of these.  

· Install street signs at Cloverdale & Benita Fitzgerald. 

· Check electric timer for front exterior lighting working, which needs resetting after electrical outages 

· Clean remaining gutters and check all downspouts for plugging. 

· Spray lawn weeds 

· Scrape out damaged grout on tile floor and re-grout 

· Raise concrete sidewalk block between parking lot and front entrance. 

· Cut and raise concrete sidewalk block to west parking lot. 

· Replacement of some or all of the basement kitchen cabinets 

· Scrape, re-caulk, and paint trim for window in sanctuary to remove water damage from plugged downspout. 

· Place weather stripping on exterior door in sanctuary that leaks water during heavy rainstorms. 

· Fellowship Hall men’s bathroom partition needs anchoring to wall. 

· Power wash and seal wood deck and steps leading from the breezeway to the parking lot in early Fall 

· Replacement of the Fellowship Hall carpet by the end of 2008 

· Replace Senior High School Youth Group outside door 

· Replace ballast for neon lights in Sunday school hallway and nursery hallway. 

· Cloverdale Road church sign - obtain county permits 

· Caulk, seal, and paint of cracks between exterior steel beams and wall to prevent 
entry of insects. 

· Memorial Patio and Exterior Sitting Area - Coy Adams in charge�
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����Cooperative Council of Ministries  
Drop-In Center Update (August 2008)  

 
 Finances  

$ 5,080 Account balance as of 12 September 2008 

 
 Hours of operation  

Hours of operation reduced 4 hours a week  
(from 27 hours per week to 23 hours per week) 

   
Monday        2:30 - 6:30 p.m.          4 hours 
Tuesday       2:30 - 6:30 p.m.          4 hours 
Wednesday  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.          4 hours 
Thursday      8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  4 hours 
Friday      9 a.m. - 1 p.m.          4 hours 
Saturday       7 - 10 a.m.          3 hours 
                                                        23 hours total 

 Donations  
Please make checks for the Drop-In payable to SAW/CCOM and mail to the following address:  

 
 SAW/CCOM 

P.O. Box 4608 
Woodbridge, VA 22194 

Drop-In Center Monthly Income 2008
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CiCi’s Pizza Fundraisers  
Mondays 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
18 Aug (raised $125) 
 
13600 Foulger Square (Near Kohl's and Home 
Depot) at the intersection of Smoketown and 
Minnieville Roads. Phone 703-580-9383 
The Drop-In Center now receives 15% of all sales 
we generate so please pass the word! 
Please remember to ensure your receipt gets 
placed in the fundraiser box. 
 

Contact Information  
Eric Sikorski    
 Drop-In Center 
Eric.W.Sikorski@nga.mil  
 (703) 897-0199     
(703) 755-5076  
 14730 Potomac Mills Rd.  
                 Woodbridge, VA 22192-6811 
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God's People: A Covenant 
Community 
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Altar flowers are $20.00 per arrangement.  Please sign up on the flower chart located on the bulletin board.  Include a 
dedication and please write legibly.  You may include your payment with your offering ind icating “flowers”.        

Arrangements may be taken home after service. 
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